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A LOCOMOTIVE without wagons came into Dauna
station At the last moment the engineer shut off steam,
and the locomotive spat water, fire, and smoke
Lieutenant Zabiakm was back from Chita On the
station steps he bumped into Lieutenant Chernov
'So you're back, are you?3 said Chernov 'Did you see
Semionov?'
'Yes, we spent some time together * Zabiakm smiled,
smugly
Chernov studied his comrade Then, with a trace of
envy, he asked
'Had a good time in Chita, eh?'
'A good time? I had a good time, take my word for
it' Zabiakm was still smiling CI went to the theatre,
and then to the Siberian Club until four o'clock in the
morning What a nightf I seem to remember putting a
bit of a hole m a ciwie who looked at me in a way I didn't
fancy Take my word for it'
'Finished him off, eh?'
'I shouldn't be surprised'
Zabiakm couldn't stop smiling His drawn-back lips
disclosed teeth stained with nicotine His high spirits
communicated themselves to Chernov
'So everything was fine?'
'It was9
'And everything else too?'
'Everything else too'
'In short, everything's fine?'
'Everything's fine *
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